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VIA E-MAIL ONLY  

July 22, 2021 
 

The Honorable Robert Menendez 
Chairman 
U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
423 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-6225 
 
The Honorable James Risch 
Ranking Member 
U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
423 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-6225 
 
Dear Chairman Menendez, Senator Risch, and Members of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, 

My office represents Naomi Seligman, a former senior staffer to Eric Garcetti, the 
Mayor of Los Angeles now under consideration as the next U.S. Ambassador to India. I am 
writing to give you as complete a picture as possible of the Mayor’s years-long failure to stop 
his senior aide, fundraiser, and close confidant Rick Jacobs from sexually harassing, bullying, 
and humiliating City Hall staffers and others who came into his orbit.  

As Mayor Garcetti’s Communications Director from 2015 to 2017, Ms. Seligman 
worked hard for his success, and she is proud of what they accomplished together. But she is 
also a passionate advocate for survivors of sexual abuse and harassment and has spent much 
of her career fighting corruption and public misconduct of all kinds. She, and I, believe 
elected leaders and political appointees have a solemn obligation to stamp out sexual abuse 
in the workplace and to strive to change a culture that for far too long has indulged intolerable 
abusive behavior and the warped power dynamics that often go along with it. For these 
reasons, it is deeply disturbing that Mayor Garcetti spent years both ignoring and enabling 
Mr. Jacobs’s appalling unlawful behavior, despite a City Hall policy of “zero tolerance” for 
sexual misconduct, and is now engaged, along with senior staff members, in an attempt to 
cover up these failings. 

As you may remember, President Biden weighed in just a few years ago on the 
importance of responding to allegations of sexual harassment and abuse with the seriousness 
they deserve. At the time of Brett Kavanaugh’s Supreme Court nomination hearings in 2018, 
he said he regretted the rough ride that the Senate Judiciary Committee – then under his 
chairmanship – had given to Anita Hill when she testified against another Supreme Court 
nominee, Clarence Thomas. And he added: “For a woman to come forward in the glaring 
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lights of focus, nationally, you’ve got to start off with the presumption that at least the essence 
of what she’s talking about is real.” 

A similar presumption appeared to be missing, however, when the President’s office 
announced Mayor Garcetti’s ambassadorial nomination on July 9. A White House 
spokesperson was asked about a recently filed lawsuit in which a former member of the 
Mayor’s security detail accuses Mr. Jacobs of subjecting him to years of sexual harassment 
and inappropriate touching and further accuses the Mayor of witnessing the harassment and 
doing nothing about it. In response, the spokesperson conveyed Mayor Garcetti’s assertions 
that he had “never witnessed this behavior nor was told about it prior to the litigation.”  

Regrettably, that statement is both misleading and false. 

As Ms. Seligman and other witnesses have testified in sworn depositions in the case, 
Mayor Garcetti was present on multiple occasions when Mr. Jacobs hugged, kissed, and 
otherwise made unwelcome sexual advances to security staff and others. Indeed, Mayor 
Garcetti himself felt compelled to intervene when, on a 2017 visit to Washington D.C. to 
speak before a Senate committee, Mr. Jacobs pressed himself bodily against the Mayor’s 
Chief Counsel in an elevator – a story the Chief Counsel has confirmed under oath. 
According to a former social secretary to President Obama, who worked closely with Mr. 
Jacobs at the Mayor’s Fund for Los Angeles until last year, Mayor Garcetti openly 
acknowledged that Mr. Jacobs was a liability and expressed surprise the City had not been 
sued. Staffers working closely with the Mayor expressed similar concerns and struggled to 
understand why a high-profile politician would make himself vulnerable by keeping such a 
liability so close. But the Mayor took no action, and did nothing to distance himself from Mr. 
Jacobs until several months after an actual suit was filed last summer. The Mayor’s Chief of 
Staff (currently on administrative leave because of an unrelated scandal –see Exhibit 1) told 
Ms. Seligman and others that she had discussed Mr. Jacobs’s behavior with the Mayor, but 
Mr. Jacobs was untouchable and there was nothing to be done.  

As Senators charged with determining whether Mayor Garcetti is fit for the office to 
which he has been nominated, you deserve to have all the facts. What follows is a point-by-
point summary of those facts for your consideration. The quotes are, except where indicated, 
from the court recorder’s official transcripts from the ongoing lawsuit. Attached to this letter 
are also some of the documents submitted as exhibits in Ms. Seligman’s deposition. The 
record shows: 

1. Rick Jacobs’s sexually inappropriate behavior was severe and pervasive 

Matt Garza, an LAPD officer and former member of the Mayor’s security detail who 
brought the lawsuit, alleged in his July 2020 complaint that Mr. Jacobs would regularly hold 
him in “long, tight, uncomfortable hugs” and make sexually provocative remarks about 
condoms, KY jelly and other sexual topics. Often, he would say things like, “I love me my 
strong LAPD officers” or, “My name is Rick Jacobs, but you can call me Dick.” On a trip to 
Phoenix in 2016, Garza alleges, Jacobs motioned to Garza to approach him at a hotel bar and 
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sit on his lap. He also licked a straw in a sexually suggestive manner. (Garza First Amended 
Complaint, filed December 9, 2020, pp. 3-7) 

Henry Casas, who served as Director of the Mayor’s Office of Public Engagement 
until 2017, substantiated many of these allegations during his deposition taken on December 
17, 2020, since made public. Casas said he saw Mr. Jacobs pulling Mr. Garza and many other 
staffers at City Hall into unwanted hugs, often grabbing them by the biceps and saying 
phrases along the lines of, “You’re so strong,” “You’re so handsome,” or “I love my LAPD 
guys.” Mr. Casas said he was himself on the receiving end of unwanted hugs and massages 
from Mr. Jacobs and found them uncomfortable. (Casas deposition, 11:25-15:17) 

In Ms. Seligman’s deposition of June 3, 2021, also since made public, she testified 
that Mr. Jacobs kissed her on the mouth in front of her staff after the 2016 State of the City 
speech, which she found humiliating (Seligman, 41:25-43:18), and he also kissed her 
husband on the mouth in front of her during a book party that Mr. Jacobs hosted a short time 
after (40:20-41:9). She further testified that she had seen Mr. Jacobs grab people in unwanted 
hugs and engage in other inappropriate physical interactions and gestures on innumerable 
occasions (36:13-37:5, 40:9-15).  She saw him, for example, looking over at a member of the 
Mayor’s security detail while he picked up a piece of arugula at a Mayoral fundraiser and 
moved it in and out of his open mouth in a crude sexual gesture (53:17-54:2). She also 
produced a text (Exhibit 2) from a member of the Mayor’s staff that said: “Got hit on by Rick 
again.” The staffer had previously complained to my client and others on my client’s team – 
and would later complain again to Ms. Seligman’s successor as Communications Director – 
about Mr. Jacobs’s sexually based predatory behavior, which he endured multiple times 
(17:3-18:18, 19:8-20:7). Other men have similarly confided in my client that Mr. Jacobs has 
sexually harassed and/or inappropriately touched them (18:23-19:7). 

Ms. Seligman’s successor, Suzanne Emmerling, also represented by my office, said 
in her June 3, 2021 deposition that she did not personally witness Mr. Jacobs harassing 
anyone, but she had heard complaints from four members of the communications team (under 
her supervision from 2017 to 2019) that they had been “treated the same way by Rick that 
Matt Garza was treated by Rick.” (Emmerling, 17:13-17, 33:10-15) One staffer told her about 
an evening event at which Mr. Jacobs touched his leg under a table. A female staffer told 
Emmerling that she and her fiancé were “groped and touched inappropriately by Rick for her 
entire time she was employed by City Hall.” A third staffer, when asked in the summer of 
2020 if he could believe the news about the Garza lawsuit, responded: “You mean can I 
believe that the man who groped me the entire time at City Hall is finally being sued for it? 
Yeah, I can.” (Emmerling,  18:16-18, 43:10-15, 45:20-25)  

Yashar Ali, a well-connected journalist, wrote a piece last October describing how, 
on multiple occasions between 2005 and 2015, Mr. Jacobs “would grab my face and kiss me 
on the lips – always twice – and he would turn to other people who witnessed it and say, “He 
has the softest lips.” Ali further wrote that he had seen Mr. Jacobs “subjecting others to 
forcible kissing, grabbing and sexually explicit comments.” 
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2. Mr. Jacobs’s unlawful behavior was common knowledge at City Hall 

Mr. Garza’s complaint mentions a dozen occasions on which City Hall staffers 
apologized to him for having to put up with Mr. Jacobs (Complaint, 6:17-20). Mr. Casas, in 
his deposition, said Mr. Jacobs’s inappropriate behavior was “common knowledge” 
throughout City Hall, from chief of staff down to the lower echelons. “I mean, it was always 
gossip around, like he’s a liability,” Mr. Casas said. The Mayor’s Chief of Staff, Ana 
Guerrero, had expressed to him and others that she too thought Mr. Jacobs was a liability. 
“We would be in her office, or we would be wherever and the subject matter would come 
up,” Mr. Casas testified. (Casas, 16:5-22, 17:5-18:17, 26:17-27:3) 

Ms. Seligman was with Ms. Guerrero on numerous occasions when they witnessed 
Mr. Jacobs giving unwanted hugs and other inappropriate attention to members of the 
security detail and others. Ms. Seligman reported Mr. Jacobs kissing her on the lips to Ms. 
Guerrero right after it happened, as my client detailed in her testimony. She also pointed out 
that interactions of this nature with women were far from uncommon for Mr. Jacobs. “I wish 
I could give you chapter and verse on every time that he touched or inappropriately hugged 
or kissed a female,” Ms. Seligman said, “but it would be literally like remembering every 
day and what time I logged into my computer. There's just -- it just is something that 
happened all the time. You would say it was an open secret, but it wasn't a secret. It happened 
every day, all day long.” (Seligman 21:2-12, 44:9-21, 47:12-25) 

As part of Ms. Seligman’s deposition, my office produced texts (Exhibit 3), pursuant 
to a subpoena, showing not only that Mr. Jacobs’s inappropriate behavior was widely known 
in and around City Hall, but that many people were privately overjoyed to learn about Mr. 
Garza’s lawsuit because it offered the prospect of some sorely needed accountability. 
“OMG,” reads one of these texts, written on the day the lawsuit became public. “It was only 
a matter of time before Jacobs would get stung by his outrageous behavior. Wowzer!” 
Another read: “Long overdue… Here’s to the RJ reckoning.” 

As part of Ms. Emmerling’s deposition, my office, also pursuant to a subpoena, 
produced a text chain from February 2021, written by Ms. Emmerling and others in reaction 
to the Los Angeles Times’s coverage of Mr. Casas’s deposition, and in particular Mr. Casas’s 
assertion that Mr. Jacobs’s unlawful behavior was common knowledge at every level of City 
Hall. “I mean he’s not wrong,” a former executive officer in the Office of Economic 
Development wrote in the text chain. A former communications staffer concurred: “He’s 
exactly right.” (Emmerling, 38:11-21) 

“Who complained about Rick?” Ms. Emmerling further testified about her time at 
City Hall. “Just about everybody.” (Emmerling 17:17-18)  

3. The Mayor was aware of Mr. Jacobs’s sexual harassment and bullying 
behavior and personally witnessed it 
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Mr. Garza’s complaint alleges that the Mayor was present on roughly half of the 
occasions when Mr. Jacobs behaved inappropriately toward him. Not only did the Mayor do 
nothing to stop it, according to Mr. Garza, he sometimes laughed at Mr. Jacobs’s crude 
comments. On a May 2018 trip to New Hampshire, the complaint also alleges, Mayor 
Garcetti was sitting next to Mr. Jacobs on the back seat of a car when Mr. Jacobs started 
massaging Mr. Garza’s shoulders. (Complaint, 4:16-18, 4:26-5:1, 5:21-6:2) 

Ms. Seligman, in her deposition, said the Mayor had been present a number of times 
when she saw Mr. Jacobs engaging in inappropriate touching of security detail. The only way 
he would not have seen what was going on, she said, was “if he chose not to”. (Seligman, 
37:11-23, 46:2-8) 

Jeremy Bernard, a former head of Mayor’s Fund for Los Angeles and a former Social 
Secretary for President Obama, said in a March deposition that he’d heard Mayor Garcetti 
say words to the effect of: “I can’t believe Rick worked out at City Hall and that we got 
through it without a lawsuit.” Bernard went on: “I don’t remember the exact words. He did 
make that comment. And I believe there might have been a couple of us he had said that to, 
because I’ve heard that from others.” (Bernard, 29:9-18) 

4. Mr. Jacobs was exempted from Mayor Garcetti’s “zero tolerance” policy 
prohibiting sexual harassment 

Rick Jacobs was widely regarded as the Mayor’s most influential confidant, whether 
he was serving as Deputy Chief of Staff (2013-16) or as a senior political adviser outside 
City Hall (2017-20). “Rick was a pseudo chief of staff,” Henry Casas testified. “I would say 
Rick outranked Ana even after he left [City Hall].” (Casas 50:5-15) Further, Ms. Seligman 
testified that Ms. Guerrero herself often acknowledged the special status Mr. Jacobs enjoyed. 
“She said… that he was protected by the mayor, that the mayor would never fire or do 
anything about Jacobs.” (Seligman, 23:19-23) 

The Mayor relied on Mr. Jacobs to fund-raise, to run ballot initiative campaigns, to 
provide political advice (including a potential White House run that did not ultimately get 
off the ground), to set up the Mayor’s Fund for Los Angeles and to help steer an economic 
development nonprofit championed by Mayor Garcetti called Accelerator for America. 
“There was no complaining about Rick that would get anywhere,” Ms. Seligman said under 
oath. “We were told he was untouchable… It was also clear to me that sexual harassment 
claims were not going to be tolerated in that office.” (Seligman, 53:3-7, 61:15-17) Ms. 
Emmerling concurred, saying that two senior staffers close to the Mayor had told her in 
different ways: “Nothing will ever change this dynamic, he is the most powerful person, and 
you need to just learn how to deal with it.” (Emmerling, 29: 2-7)  

When Ms. Seligman told Ms. Guerrero, the Chief of Staff, about Mr. Jacobs kissing 
her, Ms. Guerrero gave what my client described in testimony as a “blank, angry stare.” 
(44:17-18) Ms. Seligman also attempted to file a separate sexual harassment complaint about 
another City Hall staffer, and Ms. Guerrero let her know that was not welcome either. (52:14-
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22) After Mr. Garza filed his lawsuit and Mayor Garcetti rallied to Mr. Jacobs’s defense, Ms. 
Seligman asked Ms. Guerrero why the Mayor would risk torpedoing his career to protect Mr. 
Jacobs. “Why won’t you say anything?” my client asked. Ms. Guerrero replied: “I’ve tried, 
and there’s nothing I can do.” (46:16-47:7) 

Mr. Casas testified to very similar responses from Ms. Guerrero whenever he or 
others raised the issue of Mr. Jacobs’s behavior. “It was shrugged off, basically,” he said. 
(Casas, 17:19-18:8) 

  Ms. Emmerling testified that she, too, asked Ms. Guerrero: “Does the Mayor know 
how bad Rick is?” Ms. Guerrero answered “yes,” according to Ms. Emmerling’s testimony, 
but added that she never talked to the Mayor about it “because it’s not attractive.” In other 
words: complaints were not welcome. (Emmerling, 21:22-25, 22:1-11) 

5. The Mayor had to intervene personally in a Senate elevator 

On May 16, 2017, Mayor Garcetti was in Washington D.C. to testify before the 
Senate Subcommittee on Transportation and Infrastructure in his capacity both as Mayor of 
Los Angeles and as chair of the U.S. Conference of Mayors Infrastructure Task Force. On 
the way to the committee hearing, on the fourth floor of the Dirksen Senate Office Building, 
the Mayor’s party, including Mr. Jacobs and the Mayor’s Chief Counsel, Julia Brooke 
Ciardullo, found themselves in a crowded elevator. The way Ms. Ciardullo told Ms. Seligman 
the story shortly after her return to Los Angeles, and as my client testified in her deposition, 
Mr. Jacobs “blocked her into a corner and started pushing into her, back and forth, and she 
was asking, begging him to stop, and he just kept pushing into her, pushing into her, and 
finally, the Mayor had to intervene and tell him to get off of her.”(Seligman, 48:23-50:7) 

When Ms. Ciardullo was deposed on June 24, three weeks after Ms. Seligman, she 
confirmed the story in almost all particulars. From her deposition transcript: “Rick… was 
making a joke about, like, the, you know, tight-fit elevator that we were in, um, and the 
squeeze, with all of us, like, packed into this elevator. And he was joking around and sort of, 
you know, invading my personal space, um, you know, just getting too close. And I told him 
to cut it out. And he was, you know, joking and laughing and, um, I -- I -- you know, I can't 
recall if I told him to cut it out again, but essentially the mayor told him also. And I'm not 
saying this was his exact words, but he said something to the effect of, you know, ‘Stop’ or 
‘Cut it out.’” (Ciardullo, 36:2-24) 

Betraying a fundamental misunderstanding of what behavior creates a “hostile work 
environment”, Ms. Ciardullo said she did not consider Mr. Jacobs’s behavior to be sexual 
harassment, but when asked if Mr. Jacobs’s body had made contact with hers, she said: “I 
imagine so… It’s possible. Probable. Yes.” (32:9-33:5, 37:24-38:1, 38:14-20) 

This account contradicts Mayor Garcetti’s own sworn testimony during a February 8, 
2021 deposition. The Mayor was asked: “Do you have an opinion one way or the other 
whether or not Mr. Jacobs engaged in any of the sexually inappropriate activities he’s been 



U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
July 22, 2021  
Page 7 
 

www.LibertyLaw.com 
 

accused of?” To which he answered, without qualification: “I have not witnessed that, and I 
have never witnessed that.” (Garcetti, 72:15-73:4) 

In the wake of Ms. Ciardullo’s deposition becoming public, Mayor Garcetti’s office 
put out a statement saying he did not remember the incident. But, the statement added, “Ms. 
Ciardullo is a person of high character and integrity – and her description is consistent with 
how he would handle any situation where he witnesses someone behaving unprofessionally.” 
This, too, appeared to be at odds with the Mayor’s sworn testimony that he “never witnessed” 
Mr. Jacobs behaving in a sexually inappropriate manner. 

6. Mr. Jacobs was comfortable enough to make a crude sexual gesture on camera 
in the presence of the Mayor and his Chief Counsel 

On June 24, 2017, during a U.S. Conference of Mayors event in Miami, Mayor 
Garcetti, Mr. Jacobs and four others were photographed together on a hotel rooftop. In the 
picture, attached, Mr. Jacobs is seen holding a splayed hand in front of the genitals of the 
man next to him. Mayor Garcetti, standing next in line just inches from the splayed hand, is 
seen smiling and giving a double thumbs up. (Exhibit 4). 

Nobody has suggested that Mayor Garcetti was aware of the crude gesture at the time 
the photograph was taken. Everyone agrees in retrospect that the gesture was wrong. (Mayor 
Garcetti, in his deposition, called it “offensive.”. (Garcetti, 76:24-25) Ms. Guerrero, in her 
deposition, said it showed Mr. Jacobs “behaving in an unprofessional and unacceptable way.” 
(Guerrero, 83:8-12). 

However, the picture was taken by a member of Mr. Garcetti’s senior staff and, far 
from being suppressed or destroyed, was distributed to many people at City Hall who in some 
cases joked about it and in other cases took it more seriously as pictorial evidence of behavior 
they had witnessed and talked about for years.  

The significance of the photograph now is that it speaks to the comfort Mr. Jacobs 
felt in making an outrageous and wholly inappropriate gesture mimicking sexual assault in 
front of city leadership, including his boss, the Mayor, and in being captured on camera doing 
so. It suggests that those present, including the Mayor and his chief legal counsel, were – 
despite their subsequent denials – familiar with such behavior and had done nothing to deter 
him from repeating it in a flagrant, highly public manner.  

 

7. The Mayor’s office has pressured witnesses to remain silent and encouraged 
a culture of “omertà” 

When, on October 19, 2020, Yashar Ali wrote his article describing how Mr. Jacobs  
subjected him to years of sexual harassment, he also wrote that he’d spoken to a large number 
of sources who did not want to talk on the record about Mr. Jacobs “because they fear reprisal 
from Garcetti, members of his administration, his wife, Amy Wakeland, and Jacobs.” Asked 
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about this at her deposition, Ms. Guerrero dismissed it as “a silly, silly statement” from a 
reporter “who doesn’t know anything about us.”. (Guerrero, 79:5-15) 

Two months earlier, however, on August 31, 2020, Ms. Guerrero texted Ms. Seligman 
to say she wanted to address “some disturbing rumors floating about.” (Exhibit 5) When they 
spoke, it became clear she meant that she’d heard Ms. Seligman was talking to people in and 
out of City Hall about Mr. Jacobs in the wake of the Garza lawsuit. She also let Ms. Seligman 
know that if she continued to speak about what she knew regarding Mr. Jacobs’ behavior and 
the anemic response of City Hall, she would lose Ms. Guerrero’s friendship. As Ms. Seligman 
testified: “She wanted to warn me not to speak out. It was a culture of omertà… the mafia 
code of silence.” (Seligman, 26:24-27:6, 30:15-31:4) By November, my client had not only 
lost Ms. Guerrero’s friendship but found herself blacklisted. Her entire professional and 
social network at City Hall vanished overnight. People she had considered close friends and 
had seen regularly even after she stopped working for the Mayor simply cut off 
communication and have not been in touch since. (35:20-25) 

Ms. Emmerling testified that in the fall of 2020 a friend at City Hall called to warn 
her that Amy Wakeland, the Mayor’s wife, believed Ms. Emmerling was “talking to people” 
about the lawsuit. The friend told Ms. Emmerling that, in response, the Mayor’s wife was 
pressuring the City to consider refusing a donation to the Mayor’s Fund for Los Angeles from 
the Broad Foundation, for whom Ms. Emmerling now worked as Chief Communications 
Officer. (Emmerling, 47:21-48:4)  

In May 2021, after she had been summoned to give deposition testimony but before 
she had appeared, Ms. Emmerling said she received a call from Carlos Singer, a former legal 
counsel to Mayor Garcetti now working for Governor Newsom, which she said felt like 
“witness intimidation.” Mr. Singer, she testified, “told me that if I knew all of this stuff while 
I was in City Hall and didn’t report it…, then it’s my fault, too, and if he were the lawyer… 
deposing me, he’d tear me to shreds.” Ms. Emmerling described Mr. Singer as “very angry” 
and said she was “shocked,” in part because she had previously considered him a friend. She 
also reported Mr. Singer telling her: “A lot of good people are trying to do… good things for 
the people of L.A., and if I’m talking to people, I’m creating an unnecessary distraction.” 
(Emmerling, 48:25-49:14, 50:17-51:3, 52:1-3)    

Mr. Casas, in his deposition, said he too felt pressure not to speak out and was far 
from a willing witness. “I don’t want my name in the paper. I don’t want my name in 
anything,” he said. “You get blackballed in this field really easy.” Had he spoken up in the 
workplace about what Mr. Jacobs did, he said, he would have fallen out of favor and his job 
would have been in jeopardy. It was, as he described it, a trust issue. “If I can’t be trusted, 
then no other office will trust me, either. So, you know, who else is going to want to hire 
me?” (Casas, 38:7-9, 70:24-71:8) 

Ms. Guerrero, in her deposition, alluded to this trust issue as she described the initial 
shock she and Mayor Garcetti experienced on learning about the Garza lawsuit. In describing 
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this shock, Ms. Guerrero made no mention of Mr. Garza’s allegations of egregious behavior 
by Mr. Jacobs. Rather, she said, the shock stemmed from the fact that “a trust had been 
breached between the mayor’s detail and the mayor.” (Guerrero, 41:10-42:1) To judge by her 
testimony, the fact that Mr. Garza had gone public was far more shocking to her than anything 
Mr. Garza might have endured at the hands of Mr. Jacobs. 

8. The repeated official denials, including those under oath, lack all credibility 

On the day the Garza lawsuit became public, the Mayor’s Press Secretary told the 
Los Angeles Times: “The mayor has zero tolerance for sexual harassment and unequivocally 
did not witness the behavior that Officer Garza alleges.” Despite mounting evidence to the 
contrary, the Mayor and his staff have echoed this line ever since. 

Mr. Jacobs described the allegations against him as “pure fiction” and, at first, Mayor 
Garcetti did nothing to contradict this or to distance himself from his trusted aide. In August, 
Mayor Garcetti said of the lawsuit: “This is something that should take a process forward but 
shouldn’t keep somebody who has been a committed public servant from being able to 
continue to serve our community and our world.”  

It was only in late October, after Yashar Ali became the second named person to 
accuse Mr. Jacobs of serial sexual harassment, that Mayor Garcetti began to cut ties with Mr. 
Jacobs. One day after Mr. Ali’s story appeared, the Mayor announced that Mr. Jacobs had 
“stepped away” from his political role and his work on Accelerator for America. Mr. Jacobs 
himself said he would “take a leave.” Neither statement indicated a clean, irrevocable break, 
which only became clear in November, as the Miami photograph was about to be published 
and Mayor Garcetti told the Los Angeles Times: “Jacobs no longer represents me in any 
capacity.” 

When Mayor Garcetti was asked in his deposition if he had ever seen Mr. Jacobs 
forcibly hug anybody, he replied: “Absolutely not.” Asked if he had ever seen Mr. Jacobs 
shake hands with someone and then pull him into a hug, as multiple witnesses described, the 
Mayor replied: “I did not. Never.” He was similarly categorical throughout his testimony. 
Pressed about other forms of inappropriate contact, Mayor Garcetti said of Mr. Jacobs: “I’ve 
never seen anything that looked more than a courtesy greeting.” Asked if he had ever said to 
anybody, “I can’t believe Rick worked out at City Hall and we got through without a lawsuit”, 
he replied: “I have never said that to anybody, publicly or private.” (Garcetti, 110:11-15, 
135:15-17, 136:4-5, 142:8-10)  

To be clear: Mr. Garza and at least three other witnesses testifying under oath – Ms. 
Seligman, Mr. Bernard, and Ms. Ciardullo – have contradicted these assertions. (You should 
be aware that some completed depositions or parts of depositions remain under seal, and 
other depositions are being scheduled all the time.) 

Ms. Guerrero, who has worked for the Mayor for two decades, was just as 
unequivocal in her deposition. She had “never seen the type of behavior that Matt Garza 
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alleged in the lawsuit,” she said, and had never “heard rumors about sexually inappropriate 
behavior”. There were times, she said, when colleagues would share “concerns and 
challenges” they had in working with Mr. Jacobs, but “nothing of a sexual nature”. (Guerrero, 
49:15-18, 56:1-4, 59:9-23). 

She was even asked specifically about my clients. “Did Seligman ever complain about 
any comments that Jacobs made that were of a sexual nature?” she was asked. Her answer: 
“No.” (Guerrero, 62:7-10). 

Ms. Seligman can attest under penalty of perjury, based on her experiences and the 
many conversations she had with Ms. Guerrero from 2015 to 2020, that these statements are 
flat-out untrue. As detailed above, Ms. Guerrero and Ms. Seligman witnessed Mr. Jacobs’s 
inappropriate behavior together on multiple occasions and had conversations about it. Ms. 
Seligman also informed her right away when Mr. Jacobs kissed her on the lips in front of her 
staff – a concern that was unambiguously “of a sexual nature.” Asked under oath if she had 
heard stories about Rick Jacobs forcibly kissing people before she read Yashar Ali’s story in 
October 2020, Ms. Guerrero replied: “I had not heard of Rick Jacobs forcibly kissing 
anyone.” (Guerrero, 72:11-24) This, too, is flat-out false. 

I believe this body of evidence, viewed as a whole, raises significant questions about 
Mayor Garcetti’s judgement, leadership, and truthfulness under oath. Ms. Seligman and I are 
both former congressional staffers and have great respect for the Senate’s traditions of advice 
and consent. With this letter, we want to ensure that you, the committee, and the Senate as a 
whole, have the full array of available facts at your disposal so you can assess and pronounce 
on Mayor Garcetti’s nomination accordingly. 

We look forward to speaking with you further. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Micha Star Liberty 

Liberty Law 
MSL/sj 

CC: Senator Jeanne Shaheen 
Senator Chris Coons 
Senator Ben Cardin 
Senator Chris Van Hollen 
Senator Brian E. Schatz 
Senator Cory Booker 
Senator Jeff Merkley 
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Senator Edward J. Markey 
Senator Tim Kaine 
Senator Ronald Johnson 
Senator Mike Rounds 
Senator Ted Cruz 
Senator John Barrasso 
Senator Todd C. Young 
Senator Rand Paul 
Senator Rob Portman 
Senator Mitt Romney 
Senator Marco Rubio 
Senator Chris Murphy 
Senator Bill Hagerty 
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

L.A. mayor’s chief of sta� mocked labor icon Dolores
Huerta as a ‘jealous old lady.’ Now she’s suspended.

Listen to article 4 min

By Andrea Salcedo

June 23, 2021 at 6:43 a.m. EDT

For months, Ana Guerrero, the chief of staff for Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, and other city employees had a

running joke.

Whenever Guerrero or another member of a private Facebook group they named “Solid Gold” wanted to poke fun at a

politician or activist, they would post a picture taken from their social media accounts, the Los Angeles Times reported.

Then, mockery and offensive comments would ensue.

Among those Guerrero and other group members derided was labor leader and civil rights activist Dolores Huerta.

“I hate her. You hate her,” Guerrero wrote under a photo of Huerta, who co-founded the National Farmworkers

Association with Cesar Chavez, in which she also called her in Spanish a “jealous old lady!”

Now those posts have left Guerrero, 50, temporarily out of her job.

On Tuesday, Garcetti announced he was suspending his top aide “so she can make things right with the people

addressed in these comments,” the Times reported. Alex Comisar, the mayor’s spokesman, told the newspaper that

Guerrero will be on “administrative leave for the foreseeable future, unpaid for a month.”

Guerrero, who was appointed by Garcetti as his top aide after he became mayor in 2013, also issued a mea culpa for the

posts.

“These comments were offensive and wrong, and I deeply regret making them,” Guerrero said in a statement shared

with KNBC. “There is no excuse — and to anyone who was a subject of these posts, I am deeply sorry for the pain they

caused.”

Guerrero could not immediately be reached by The Washington Post late on Tuesday. Her professional email account

had been deactivated and her LinkedIn profile was removed.

Huerta, 91, who has appeared at numerous events with Guerrero, said she was taken aback by the remarks about her.

“I am disappointed to hear that she has such low opinions of me. For her to behave in this manner is kind of a shock to

everybody,” Huerta told The Post of Guerrero. “I feel ashamed for her.”
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The new posts come less than a week after the Times reported that Guerrero made a sexual insinuation about a city

employee and other degrading comments against politicians on that same group. At the time, Guerrero said the

comments were simply jokes between her and a small close group of friends. Garcetti, who has been rumored as an

ambassador pick for the Biden administration, said he was disappointed to learn about the comments, adding that

Guerrero had “learned lessons” from the experience.

Guerrero, the daughter of migrant farmworkers and a former community organizer, has worked along Garcetti for two

decades; first as a staffer on the city council and later as his top aide. Her work has mainly focused on gender- and

social-equity initiatives, according to her bio as a HuffPost contributor.

In a 2017 video commemorating Women’s Equality Day posted to Garcetti’s official Facebook page, the mayor referred

to Guerrero as an “incredible” leader. In that video, Guerrero noted her humble background and praised the

opportunities she’d been given.

“This is really an incredible country where someone like me, who grew up very poor, can define herself,” Guerrero said.

“Los Angeles is a city where you are not necessarily defined by the circumstances that you are born into or by the

detours you might have hit — or by mistakes you might have made.”

In the private Facebook group exposed by the Times, which operated from 2016 to 2017, Guerrero and others also

mocked state Sen. María Elena Durazo (D), former California Assembly speaker John Pérez (D) and Los Angeles City

Councilman Gil Cedillo (D).

In 2017, a member of the group reposted a campaign post from Durazo, who was then running for state Senate.

Durazo’s campaign post read, “I am not asking you to send me to Sacramento. I am asking you to come with me to the

state Capitol,” the Times reported.

Guerrero allegedly replied “¡Guácala!” alongside an angry emoji. (The word translates to “gross.”)

On another occasion, the Times reported, someone in the Solid Gold group posted a photo of cupcakes with Cedillo’s

face on them, adding “Who wants a cupcake!?” Guerrero answered with a vomiting emoji.

On Tuesday, Garcetti — who said he was not a member of the private group and did not become aware of the posts

until recently — defended Guerrero’s past work and said he expects his top aide to return.

“I am a big believer in second chances and in teachable moments of both growth and reconciliation,” Garcetti said,

KNBC reported. “Ana has been an important part of the work we have done at City Hall and has exceptional talents,

and it is my hope that she can grow from this experience.”

In a statement shared with the Times, Guerrero apologized to colleagues at City Hall “and anyone in my life who looks

up to and depends on me to set an example for leadership.” She called the Facebook posts “unacceptable.”

Huerta said the mayor also left her a voice mail apologizing for the posts. Guerrero called Huerta to personally

apologize on Wednesday. She described the apology as “sincere.”

“She [Guerrero] has had many occasions in which she could have talked to me or told me if she was against any of the

policies I was working on or if I ever did anything to offend her,” Huerta told The Post. “She never did. I don’t know

what I did to her or what it is about me that made her dislike me.”

By Andrea Salcedo
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By Andrea Salcedo

Andrea Salcedo is a reporter on The Washington Post's Morning Mix team. Before joining The Post in 2020, she covered

breaking news and features for the New York Times metro desk.  Twitter
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